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Mercer Family Ministry Partnership Team Newsletter

DearMinistry Partner,

It seems like ever since we started the year of with a season of fasting and prayer that people in the
church have been telling m&bout personal breakthroughs in their lives. Our family is no exception.

FAMILY

Many of you were praying for James and he was notified this week that he has been granted a
scholarship for 1/3 of his tuition by Sophia UniversityisTs a big answer tarayer for him and he will continue
working at Starbucks and teaching private music lessons in order to pay the other 2/3. James is really working
hard at school and life many days he is gone before | wake up and home late at night. His 2 hour commute to
Tokyo is not easy, but this week was the start of his winter break and he is how catching up on some much
needed sleepHe now has a life coach (Pastor Ted in Yokohama) who is helping him get more organized and the
number ofguitar and drunstudentshasis slowly increasing.

Alishea is now in the process of getting her bracesgiresto the dental college in Yokosuka about
once a week. She is getting taller, smarter and more beau@futourse | am totally objective in my opinion on
this matter.Sheworks at McDonal@ about 810 hours per week and spends most of her time doing school
work.

Satomi is homeschooling, mothering, housémgf and ministering to the church members in Yokosuka.
This week her parents and sister visited from Nagoya for lourch dedication service. Her sister Makimi has
decided to move to Yokosuka and help us in the church here from Mdretal®ady found an apartment and
applied for a job as a dentaksistant This will be a huge help to us in many ways. Makimi has Wweeship
leader, youth leader and Sunday school teacher in her previous church aatsetspeaks English fairly well too.
Please pray for her as this will be her fiestperiencdiving on her own and it will be a big transition.

| am doing well too. Whad somedinanciallychallenging times over the holidays with the economy here

being so weak, as | know it is everywhere. But this week | received a big answer to my peagiers car. Our

car waggettingtoo old for renewing the Japanese inspection dexate in December and we decided to junk it.
Recently one of the families in our church bought a reswar andthey havegivenus theirvan, which igperfect

for us It hasonly 35,000 milesn it and drives beautifulljéWhat a great gift for us from this generous fangly
pleasepray that the Lord blesses them even more so they can bless otherg/ostill have a lot of Japanese
paperwork to finishup in orderto get the parking space certificate, Japanese registration, insurance, etc. At
times like these | am very thankful for a Japanese wifiéh®it Satomi | would be pretty lost. | d@know how
dtrueg crosscultural missionaes ever do it!



CHURCH

At church we are also having great breakthroudtisst of all, we had a special Sunday to dedicate the
new floor we are renting in our building. We had two services and served two meals and both the spiritual and
natural food wautstanding. Pastor Scott and Naomi Douma came from Yokohama and spoke at both services.
If you have®@heard Pastor Scott preach you should check out these messages. | should have them both up on
the church website soon. Many of our fellow pastors andiéza from churches around the area also came and
helped us celebrate whatdd is doing in Yokosuka. Here is a picture of the crowd in the evening:

One young man who showed up in the morning came in his military uniform. At first | thought he was
Japanes because he spoke so well. But he told me he avesxchange student at the National Defense
Academy and | found out he was Indonesian. He is a Christian and was very happy to find a church close to the
Academy. He said it ot easybeing a @ristian inthe military in Indonesia and asked me to pray for him. Here
is a picture of the morning service:



We had over 80 in the morning and around 100 in the evening service, windresthan we have ever had
before in Yokosuka. Here is a group shot we tditdrahe morning service:



